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Chapter 62 

CURFEW 
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Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Front Royal 3-11-85 (Chapter 19 - Sec. 19-15 of the 1965 Code).  
Other amendments noted where applicable. 

62-1  ESTABLISHMENT: STATEMENT OF PURPOSE; SUNSET PROVISION 

An ordinance shall be enacted to establish a nocturnal and school-time curfew for all juveniles 
over six (6) years of age and under eighteen (18) years of age and regulating their actions in 
public places; defining the duties of parents of juveniles; and providing for related matters 
including exceptions, permits, procedures, construction and severability, and penalties for 
violations. 
 
A.  The Town Council of the Town of Front Royal has become concerned by the increasing 
nationwide problem of criminal offenses being committed by and against juveniles, from which 
the Town is unfortunately not immune.  A significant amount of such crime occurs during late 
night hours, when most law-abiding juveniles are usually at home and asleep.  
 
B.  The Town Council intends, by establishment of the curfew defined by this Chapter to 
promote the safety and well-being of all the citizens of the Town by reducing the incidence of 
crimes committed by and against juveniles, reduce juvenile delinquency, protect juveniles from 
harm, provide guidance to young citizens whose immaturity, inexperience, and lack of judgment 
may sometimes impair their ability to exercise their rights wisely; and to encourage or, if 
necessary require, parents to exercise parental authority over and take responsibility for the 
activities and whereabouts of their minor children. 
 
C.  This ordinance shall become effective at 11:00 p.m. on September 1, 1996.  
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Amended Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended/Added (A-C) 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
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62-2  DEFINITIONS 

A.  Emergency: means an unforeseen combination of circumstances or the resulting state that 
calls for immediate action.  The term includes, but is not limited to, a fire, a natural disaster, or 
automobile accident, or any situation requiring immediate action to prevent serious bodily injury 
or death, or the loss of a substantial property interest. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
B.   Establishment: means any privately owned place of business operated for a profit to which 
the public is invited including but not limited to any place of amusement, entertainment or retail 
sales. 
 
C.   Juvenile: a juvenile or minor is any unmarried or unemancipated person over six (6) years 
of age and under eighteen (18) years of age. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended (formerly “operator”) 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
D.   Public place: means any place to which the public or a significant portion of the public has 
access and includes, but is not limited to, streets, highways, sidewalks, parks, playgrounds, 
restaurants, cafes, taverns, places selling or dispensing alcoholic beverages, arcades, shops, 
places of amusement, bowling alleys, theaters, refreshment stands, places renting or selling video 
tapes or games, shopping centers, parking lots, pawn shops, places of retail sale; common areas 
of hotels, motels and apartments; and similar areas that are open to the use of the public whether 
in or upon any motor vehicle.  As a type of public place, a street is a way or place, of whatever 
nature, open to the use of the public as a matter of right for purposes of vehicular travel or in the 
case of a sidewalk thereof for pedestrian travel. "Street" includes that legal right of way, 
including but not limited to the cartway of traffic lanes, the curb, the sidewalks whether paved or 
unpaved, and grass plots or other grounds found within the legal right of way of a street. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
E.   Parent: means any person having legal custody of a juvenile (i) as a natural or adoptive 
parent, (ii) as a legal guardian, (iii) as a person who stands in loco parentis, or (iv) a person to 
whom legal custody has been given by order of a court or in whose care a juvenile has been 
placed by a court, or (v) any adult person 18 years of age or over, responsible for the day to day 
care and custody of a juvenile by arrangement with a parent or guardian of a juvenile or any 
person with whom a juvenile resides not in the company of the juvenile's parent or guardian. 
 
F.   Remain: means to stay, be present or fail to immediately leave an establishment or public 
place when requested to do so by an operator or an employee of an establishment, police officer 
or other person in control of the premises; or to congregate with another juvenile in an 
establishment or public place. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
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G.   School: means any public, private, denominational, or parochial school that is licensed, or 
exempt from licensing, by the Commonwealth of Virginia, or any other State or government, and 
any degree granting institution of higher education as prescribed in the regulations of the Board 
of Education; and shall include any alternative program of study or work/study offered by such 
an institution. 
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Amended Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added “G” 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 

62-3  CURFEW HOURS 

The curfew established by this Chapter shall be in effect during the following times: 
 
A.  During the period ending at 5:00 a.m. and beginning: 
 

1.  At 11:59 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights; and 
 

2.  11:00  p.m. on all other nights. 
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Amended Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended Entire Section 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 

62-4  CURFEW RESTRICTIONS 

Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter: 
 
A.  It shall be unlawful for any juvenile to be present, go upon or remain in or upon any 
establishment or public place during the hours of curfew defined in Section 62-3. 
 
B.  It shall be unlawful for any parent to knowingly permit, allow by inaction or to encourage 
their juvenile child to be present, go upon or remain in or upon any establishment or public place 
during the hours of curfew defined in Section 62-3.  The Court or jury hearing a charge of 
violating this ordinance may draw an inference of knowledge and intent of the parent charged to 
permit, allow or encourage their juvenile child to violate this ordinance upon a showing of 
previous knowledge or notice to that parent that their juvenile child has violated the curfew 
provisions of this ordinance previously to the violation giving rise to the charge. It shall, 
therefore, be no defense that a parent was completely indifferent to the activities or conduct or 
whereabouts of such juvenile. 
 
 (Ord. No. 11-96 Amended “B” 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
C.  It shall be unlawful for the operator of a motor vehicle in which a juvenile is a passenger, to 
knowingly permit, allow by inaction or to encourage a juvenile to be present or remain in or 
upon such motor vehicle in a public place, or carry a juvenile into or upon a public place, during 
the hours of curfew defined in Section 62-3. 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Amended Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended “C” 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
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62-5  EXCEPTIONS TO CURFEW 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 62-4, it shall not be a violation of this ordinance for 
any juvenile to be present, go upon or remain in or upon any establishment or public place, or 
motor vehicle in a public place: 
 
A.  When the juvenile is in the immediate company of the juvenile's parent or other adult given 
temporary custody and control of the juvenile by the juvenile's parent for a designated time, 
purpose and specified area. 
 
B.  When the juvenile is within 100 yards of his residence and the adult owner or resident of any 
private property which the juvenile is upon has given permission for the juvenile to be upon the 
property. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
C.  When the juvenile is engaged in interstate or intrastate travel through the Town or originating 
or terminating in the Town, with the consent of the juvenile's parent, if traveling on a direct route 
from point of origination to the point of termination without any unnecessary detour or stop. 
Further, when the juvenile has traveled to the Town of Front Royal in the company of a parent, 
from a residence located outside of Warren County, a mere sojourn away from the juvenile's 
parent while they are visiting or vacationing will not alone constitute a violation of this Chapter. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
D.  When the juvenile is in the course of legal employment or traveling to or from the juvenile's 
place of employment and the juvenile's residence by a direct route without any unnecessary 
detour or stop. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
E.  When the juvenile is currently attending any activity sponsored by any: educational, public, 
government, civic, political or religious organization, or non-profit voluntary association, or 
other similar entity that takes responsibility for the juvenile; or while in the process of traveling 
to or from the location of the activity by a direct route without any unnecessary detour or stop. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
F.  When in the course of any military service, provided the juvenile has in his or her possession 
official military orders or identification. 
 
G.  When the juvenile is currently enrolled and attending any school, as defined previously and 
the students of such school are not generally required to attend such school, whether due to 
vacations, terms breaks, or an early release for the day; or when the juvenile is taught by a tutor 
or teacher possessing qualifications prescribed by the Board of Education and approved by the 
Division superintendent, or is currently qualified for home school instruction as required by 
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Virginia Code Section 22.1-254.1, is so recorded with the Division Superintendent of Schools of 
the school division where the juvenile resides and is in fact being home school instructed; or 
when the juvenile, together with the juvenile's parents, by reason of a bona fide religious training 
or belief and not because of an essentially political, sociological or philosophical view or a 
merely personal moral code, is conscientiously opposed to attendance at school pursuant to 
Virginia Code Section 22.1-257(B)(2) and Section 22.1-257(E), the day time curfew established 
by Section 62-3 shall not apply to the juvenile. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
H.  When the juvenile has graduated from any high school recognized, certified or licensed by 
any State or Government, or which is legally exempt from such recognition, certification, or 
licensing, or the juvenile has completed the requirements for the General Education 
Development certificate (G.E.D.), or has completed a prescribed course of study asdefined by a 
local school board, pursuant to Section 22.1-253.13:4 and has been awarded a certificate or 
diploma as described therein. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
I.  When the juvenile is utilizing the facilities of a public library, or traveling to or from such 
public library, with the consent of the juvenile's parent, if such travel is on a direct route from the 
library to the juveniles residence or such other location not prohibited by this ordinance without 
any unnecessary detour or stop. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
J.  When the juvenile is on an errand as directed by the juvenile's parent, without any 
unnecessary detour or stop, until the hour of 12:30 A.M. "Errand", as used herein, may include, 
but is not limited to:  the juvenile's medical or legal appointments, job interviews, attendance at 
court as a witness or litigant, or an older juvenile providing transportation for a sibling to such an 
appointment or event. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
K.  When the juvenile is exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United States 
Constitution, such as the free exercise of religion, freedom of speech and the right of 
assembly.  When practicable, the juvenile or his parent shall first deliver to the Chief of Police, 
or his designee, a written communication, signed by the juvenile and countersigned, if 
practicable, by a parent of the juvenile with their home address and telephone number, specifying 
when, here and in what manner the juvenile will be in a public place during hours when the 
ordinance is applicable to said minor in the exercise of a First Amendment right specified in such 
communication. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
L.  When reasonable necessity exists for the juvenile to be or remain in a public place during the 
hours of curfew, but only after the juvenile's parent has communicated to the Chief of Police or 
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his designee, the facts establishing the reasonable necessity relating to a specified public place at 
a designated time for a described purpose including points of origin and destination. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
 
M.  When the juvenile is responding to the immediate and necessary requirements of a present 
emergency threatening human life, limb or a substantial property interest. 
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Amended Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Added “M” 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 

62-6  PROCEDURE 

A.  If a police officer has probable cause to believe that a juvenile is in a public place or 
establishment in violation of this Chapter, the officer shall notify the juvenile that he is in 
violation of this Chapter and shall require the juvenile to provide his full name, date of birth, 
address and telephone number and how to contact his parent or guardian along with their name, 
residence address and telephone number.  In determining the age of the juvenile and in the 
absence of convincing evidence such as a driver's license, student identification, or other official 
photo identification, a police officer shall use his best judgment in determining age. The police 
officer may then charge the juvenile with a violation of this Chapter by summons and release the 
juvenile on the summons in the same manner as provided by law for adults, pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 16.1-260. 
 
B.  Notwithstanding paragraph (A) of this Section, when the police officer has reasonable 
grounds to believe that the juvenile is also engaged in delinquent conduct, or will continue to 
violate this Chapter, or has provided the police officer material false information required by 
Paragraph (A), or otherwise meets the requirements of Virginia Code Section 16.1-246, the 
police officer shall then take the juvenile to the police station where a parent or other guardian 
shall immediately be notified to come for the juvenile. 
 
C.  When a parent or guardian has come to take charge of the juvenile, and the appropriate 
information has been recorded, the juvenile shall be released to the custody of the parent or 
guardian.  If a parent cannot be located or fails to take charge of the juvenile, then the juvenile 
shall be released to the juvenile authorities pursuant to Virginia Code Section 16.1-247, except to 
the extent that in accordance with police policy, approved in advance by juvenile authorities, the 
juvenile may temporarily be entrusted to an adult, neighbor or other person who will, on behalf 
of a parent or guardian, assume responsibility for the juvenile pending the availability or arrival 
of a parent.  The police officer shall then seek a juvenile petition charging the juvenile with the 
violation(s) for which the juvenile was detained. 
 
D.  In the case of a violation of this Chapter by a juvenile, the Chief of Police shall cause to be 
delivered or mailed to the juvenile's parent or guardian a written notice of the violation with a 
warning that any subsequent violation may result in enforcement of parental responsibility and of 
applicable penalties; and the Chief of Police shall maintain a record of all such written notices. 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
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E.  In any event the police officer shall, within 24 hours, file a written report with the Chief of 
Police or, shall participate to the extent of the information for which he is responsible in the 
preparation of a report, on the curfew violation.  It is not the intention of this Section to require 
extensive reports that will prevent police officers from performing their primary police 
duties.  The reports shall be as simple as is reasonably possible. 
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Added Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 

62-7  SEVERABILITY 

Severability is intended throughout and within the provisions of this Chapter.  If any provision, 
including any exception, part, phrase, or term, or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the application to other persons or circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby and the validity of this Chapter in any and all other respects shall not be affected 
thereby.  The exemptions set out in Section 62-5 are intended to be applied to all circumstances 
or a reasonably similar nature to those specifically enumerated.  Therefore, the failure to Section 
62-5 to specify a particular variety of educational institution, program, cultural or religious event, 
or errand should not be interpreted to deny exemption, provided the exemption will not conflict 
with or defeat the purposes and intent of this Chapter. 
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Added Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 

62-8  PENALTIES 

Every person who violates any provision of this Chapter or; any juvenile in violation of this 
Chapter who fails to proceed immediately to their residence when ordered by a law enforcement 
officer; or who gives a false name or address to a law enforcement officer when apprehended in 
violation of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction be fined: not less 
than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for a first offense, not less 
than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for a second offense, and 
not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for a 
third or subsequent offense or; in the case of a juvenile, the court hearing the matter may proceed 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 16.1-278.4 and Section 16.1-278.6, where applicable, for the 
welfare of the juvenile and the best interests of the community.  Each such violation shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ord. No. 6-96 Added Entire Section 4-11-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
(Ord. No. 11-96 Amended 8-26-96-Effective Upon Passage) 
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